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PER CURI AM

Appel l ants, WIlliamM chael Harris and Larry R Wite, filed
the instant action under 42 U . S.C. § 1983 agai nst appel |l ee, Ronal d
R Whod, Sheriff of Nelson County, Virginia, after Wod refused to
rehire Harris and Wiite as deputy sheriffs follow ng Wod's el ec-
tion to Sheriff.” Appellants alleged that, in violation of their
First Amendnent rights, they were not rehired as deputi es because
of their outspoken support for Wod's rival in the election for
Sheriff. Follow ng a benchtrial, thedistrict court, after making
extensive findings of fact, rejected appellants' First Amendnent
clains, determning that Whod's decision not to rehire Harris and
Wi te was based on | egiti mate, non-di scrim natory reasons. J. A at
19- 30. Appel | ants appeal ed, rai si ng nunerous cl ai ns concerningthe
district court's findings of fact.

We have carefully considered the argunents in the briefs and
at oral argunment and find no reversible error. Accordingly, we
affirmthe judgnent of the district court on the reasoni ng of that

court.

AFFlI RVED

" Under Virginia law, deputy sheriffs are at-will enployees,
serving at the discretion of the Sheriff. Wth each new adm ni s-
tration, deputy sheriffs nust be reappointed to position of deputy
sheriff.



